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20.2% of households 20.2% of households 
have only wireless have only wireless 
telephonestelephones

Based on National Health Interview Survey dataBased on National Health Interview Survey data



Percent Distribution of Household Percent Distribution of Household 
Telephone Status, JulyTelephone Status, July--December 2008December 2008

Wireless Only: 20.2%Wireless Only: 20.2%

Landline with Wireless: 59.6%Landline with Wireless: 59.6%

LandlineLandline
Only: 17.4%Only: 17.4%

Unknown: 0.9%Unknown: 0.9%
Phoneless: 1.9%Phoneless: 1.9%



National Health Interview SurveyNational Health Interview Survey

InIn--person survey of the civilian person survey of the civilian 
noninstitutionalizednoninstitutionalized U.S. population with U.S. population with 
high annual householdhigh annual household--level response rateslevel response rates
Includes questions on residential telephone Includes questions on residential telephone 
numbers to permit numbers to permit recontactrecontact of participantsof participants

2003: Added questions on working cellular 2003: Added questions on working cellular 
telephonestelephones
2007: Added questions on relative frequency of 2007: Added questions on relative frequency of 
calls received on landlines and cell phonescalls received on landlines and cell phones
2007: Added a question on the number of cell 2007: Added a question on the number of cell 
phones in each householdphones in each household



Outline for TodayOutline for Today

Prevalence and characteristics ofPrevalence and characteristics of
WirelessWireless--only populationonly population
WirelessWireless--mostly populationmostly population
LandlineLandline--only populationonly population

Number of wireless telephones in each Number of wireless telephones in each 
householdhousehold
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Prevalence of WirelessPrevalence of Wireless--Only AdultsOnly Adults
by Ageby Age

33.1% of 1833.1% of 18--2424

41.5% of 2541.5% of 25--2929

21.6% of 3021.6% of 30--44 44 
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Polynomial regression equations fitted to a plot of the
percentage of adults living in households with only wireless

telephone service, by single year of age and by year of
interview: United States, 2003–2008
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Prevalence of WirelessPrevalence of Wireless--Only AdultsOnly Adults
by Home Ownership Statusby Home Ownership Status

39.2% of adults 39.2% of adults 
renting their homerenting their home

9.9% of adults 9.9% of adults 
owning or buying owning or buying 
their hometheir home

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

Jul '04 –
Dec '04

Jan '05 –
Jun '05

Jul '05 –
Dec '05

Jan '06 –
Jun '06

Jul '06 –
Dec '06

Jan '07 –
Jun '07

Jul '07 –
Dec '07

Jan '08 –
Jun '08

Jul '08 –
Dec '08



Prevalence of WirelessPrevalence of Wireless--Only AdultsOnly Adults
by Household Structureby Household Structure

60.6% of adults living 60.6% of adults living 
with roommateswith roommates

28.1% of adults living 28.1% of adults living 
alonealone
17.2% of adults living 17.2% of adults living 
with children with children 
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Prevalence of WirelessPrevalence of Wireless--Only AdultsOnly Adults
by Sexby Sex

20.0% of men20.0% of men

17.0% of women 17.0% of women 
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Prevalence of WirelessPrevalence of Wireless--Only AdultsOnly Adults
by Race/Ethnicityby Race/Ethnicity

25.0% of Hispanic 25.0% of Hispanic 
adultsadults
21.4% of Black 21.4% of Black 
nonHispanicnonHispanic adultsadults

16.6% of White 16.6% of White 
nonHispanicnonHispanic adults adults 
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Prevalence of WirelessPrevalence of Wireless--Only AdultsOnly Adults
by Household Poverty Statusby Household Poverty Status

30.9% of adults in 30.9% of adults in 
povertypoverty

23.8% of adults 23.8% of adults 
near povertynear poverty

16.0% of higher 16.0% of higher 
income adults  income adults  
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Prevalence of WirelessPrevalence of Wireless--Only AdultsOnly Adults
by Employment Status Last Weekby Employment Status Last Week

21.5% of adults 21.5% of adults 
working at a jobworking at a job

23.5% of adults 23.5% of adults 
going to schoolgoing to school

16.0% of adults 16.0% of adults 
keeping house keeping house 
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Prevalence of WirelessPrevalence of Wireless--Only Adults byOnly Adults by
Metropolitan Statistical Area StatusMetropolitan Statistical Area Status

19.7% of adults in 19.7% of adults in 
MSAsMSAs

13.5% of adults           13.5% of adults           
not in not in MSAsMSAs
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Prevalence of WirelessPrevalence of Wireless--Only AdultsOnly Adults
by Geographic Regionby Geographic Region

11.4% in Northeast11.4% in Northeast

21.3% in South21.3% in South
20.8% in Midwest 20.8% in Midwest 
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Prevalence of Adults Living in Prevalence of Adults Living in 
WirelessWireless--Only Only HHsHHs, , JulyJuly--December 2008December 2008

All Adults
18.4%

Owns Home /
Other
10.2%

Rents Home
39.2%

Age 37+
7.2%

Age 18-36
18.8%

Age 37+
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Age 18-36
51.9%

Household
size > 2
38.9%
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size = 1 or 2

65.5%
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size = 1 or 2

34.5%



Prevalence of U.S. Households thatPrevalence of U.S. Households that
Only Have Wireless Telephones, 2007Only Have Wireless Telephones, 2007

10% to less than 15%
Prevalence less than 10%

15% to less than 20%
Prevalence greater than or equal to 20%



Prevalence of U.S. Households that
Only Have Wireless Telephones, 2007
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Covariates Most Strongly Related to Covariates Most Strongly Related to 
Household WirelessHousehold Wireless--Only StatusOnly Status

AgeAge
Percent of Percent of HHsHHs with all adults with all adults ≤≤ 30 years of age (30 years of age (ρρ = .55)= .55)
Percent of Percent of HHsHHs with no elderly residents (with no elderly residents (ρρ = .32)= .32)

Age x Own/Rent InteractionAge x Own/Rent Interaction
Percent of Percent of HHsHHs that are rented and in which all adults that are rented and in which all adults ≤≤ 30 30 
years of age (years of age (ρρ = .43)= .43)

Household Poverty StatusHousehold Poverty Status
Percent of Percent of HHsHHs living near poverty line (living near poverty line (ρρ = .53)= .53)
Percent of Percent of HHsHHs living in poverty (living in poverty (ρρ = .30)= .30)

OtherOther
Percent of Percent of HHsHHs with only 1 or 2 adults (with only 1 or 2 adults (ρρ = .33)= .33)
Percent of Percent of HHsHHs with no college graduate (with no college graduate (ρρ = .33)= .33)



Top 10 States with Highest PrevalenceTop 10 States with Highest Prevalence
of Wirelessof Wireless--Only HouseholdsOnly Households

High proportion of 
young households 
and/or young 
rented households

High proportion of 
poor and/or near 
poor households

High proportion of 
households with no 
college graduate



10 States with Lowest Prevalence10 States with Lowest Prevalence
of Wirelessof Wireless--Only HouseholdsOnly Households

Low proportion of 
young households 
and/or young 
rented households

Low proportion of 
poor and/or near 
poor households

Low proportion of 
households with no 
college graduate

States are not 
drawn to scale



Prevalence of Adults Living in Prevalence of Adults Living in 
WirelessWireless--Only Only HHsHHs, , JulyJuly--December 2008December 2008

All Adults
18.4%

Owns Home /
Other
10.2%

Rents Home
39.2%

Age 37+
7.2%

Age 18-36
18.8%

Age 37+
24.6%

Age 18-36
51.9%

Household
size > 2
38.9%

Household
size = 1 or 2

65.5%

Household
size > 2
14.1%

Household
size = 1 or 2

34.5%



Prevalence of Home Ownership StatusPrevalence of Home Ownership Status
Among WirelessAmong Wireless--Only AdultsOnly Adults

61.1% rent 61.1% rent 
their hometheir home

37.1% own or 37.1% own or 
are buying their are buying their 
homehome



Prevalence of Household StructurePrevalence of Household Structure
Among WirelessAmong Wireless--Only AdultsOnly Adults

5.2% live with 5.2% live with 
roommatesroommates

23.6% live alone23.6% live alone34.3% live with 34.3% live with 
children children 

36.9% live with 36.9% live with 
related adults related adults 



Prevalence of Selected Age GroupsPrevalence of Selected Age Groups
Among WirelessAmong Wireless--Only AdultsOnly Adults

23.1% are 1823.1% are 18--2424

21.0% are 2521.0% are 25--2929

31.4% are 3031.4% are 30--44 44 

21.6% are 4521.6% are 45--64 64 
2.9% are 65+ 2.9% are 65+ 



Prevalence of Selected Racial/Ethnic GroupsPrevalence of Selected Racial/Ethnic Groups
Among WirelessAmong Wireless--Only AdultsOnly Adults

18.5% are 18.5% are 
HispanicHispanic13.3% are Black 13.3% are Black 

nonHispanicnonHispanic

61.9% are White 61.9% are White nonHispanicnonHispanic

4.4% are Asian 4.4% are Asian 
nonHispanicnonHispanic

1.8% are other 1.8% are other nonHispanicnonHispanic



Prevalence of Household Poverty StatusPrevalence of Household Poverty Status
Among WirelessAmong Wireless--Only AdultsOnly Adults

15.5% live in 15.5% live in 
povertypoverty

16.8% live 16.8% live 
near povertynear poverty

53.3% live in 53.3% live in 
higher income higher income 
households  households  

14.4% have 14.4% have 
unknown incomeunknown income



WirelessWireless--Only ConclusionsOnly Conclusions

Wireless substitution continues to growWireless substitution continues to grow
Disproportionately high among young adults Disproportionately high among young adults 
and rentersand renters
Demographic differences in the prevalence Demographic differences in the prevalence 
of wireless substitution remain consistent of wireless substitution remain consistent 
over timeover time



National Health Interview SurveyNational Health Interview Survey

InIn--person survey of the civilian person survey of the civilian 
noninstitutionalizednoninstitutionalized U.S. population with U.S. population with 
high annual householdhigh annual household--level response rateslevel response rates
Includes questions on residential telephone Includes questions on residential telephone 
numbers to permit numbers to permit recontactrecontact of participantsof participants

““Of all the calls that your family receives, are Of all the calls that your family receives, are ……
(1) All or almost all calls received on cell phones?(1) All or almost all calls received on cell phones?
(2) Some received on cell phones and some on regular (2) Some received on cell phones and some on regular 
phones?phones?
(3) Very few or none received on cell phones?(3) Very few or none received on cell phones?””



Percent Distribution of Household Percent Distribution of Household 
Telephone Status, JulyTelephone Status, July--December 2008December 2008

Wireless Only: 20.2%Wireless Only: 20.2%

Landline with Wireless: 59.6%Landline with Wireless: 59.6%

LandlineLandline
Only: 17.4%Only: 17.4%

Unknown: 0.9%Unknown: 0.9%
Phoneless: 1.9%Phoneless: 1.9%



Percent Distribution of Household Percent Distribution of Household 
Telephone Status, JulyTelephone Status, July--December 2008December 2008

Wireless Only: 20.2%Wireless Only: 20.2%

Landline with Some Wireless: 45.1%Landline with Some Wireless: 45.1%

Unknown: 0.9%Unknown: 0.9%
Phoneless: 1.9%Phoneless: 1.9%

WirelessWireless
Mostly: 14.5%Mostly: 14.5%

LandlineLandline
Only: 17.4%Only: 17.4%



Percent Distribution of Household Telephone Percent Distribution of Household Telephone 
Status for Adults, JulyStatus for Adults, July--December 2008December 2008

Wireless Only: 18.4%Wireless Only: 18.4%

Landline with Some Wireless: 47.6%Landline with Some Wireless: 47.6%

Unknown: 1.0%Unknown: 1.0%
Phoneless: 1.7%Phoneless: 1.7%

LandlineLandline
Only: 15.1%Only: 15.1%

WirelessWireless
Mostly: 15.4%Mostly: 15.4%
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Prevalence of WirelessPrevalence of Wireless--Mostly AdultsMostly Adults
by Home Ownership Statusby Home Ownership Status

13.0% of adults 13.0% of adults 
renting their homerenting their home

15.9% of adults 15.9% of adults 
owning or buying owning or buying 
their hometheir home
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Prevalence of WirelessPrevalence of Wireless--Mostly AdultsMostly Adults
by Employment Status Last Weekby Employment Status Last Week

18.4% of adults 18.4% of adults 
working at a jobworking at a job

21.5% of adults 21.5% of adults 
going to schoolgoing to school

11.9% of adults 11.9% of adults 
keeping house keeping house 
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Prevalence of WirelessPrevalence of Wireless--Mostly AdultsMostly Adults
by Ageby Age

18.8% of 1818.8% of 18--2424
18.3% of 2518.3% of 25--2929

19.0% of 3019.0% of 30--44 44 
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4.9% of 65+ 4.9% of 65+ 



Prevalence of WirelessPrevalence of Wireless--Mostly AdultsMostly Adults
by Sexby Sex

15.4% of men15.4% of men
15.2% of women 15.2% of women 
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Prevalence of WirelessPrevalence of Wireless--Mostly AdultsMostly Adults
by Race/Ethnicityby Race/Ethnicity

15.9% of Hispanic 15.9% of Hispanic 
adultsadults

14.7% of Black 14.7% of Black 
nonHispanicnonHispanic adultsadults

14.9% of White 14.9% of White 
nonHispanicnonHispanic adults adults 
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Prevalence of WirelessPrevalence of Wireless--Mostly AdultsMostly Adults
by Household Poverty Statusby Household Poverty Status

9.5% of adults in 9.5% of adults in 
povertypoverty

11.3% of adults 11.3% of adults 
near povertynear poverty

18.2% of higher 18.2% of higher 
income adults  income adults  
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Percent of Adults who are WirelessPercent of Adults who are Wireless--Only or WirelessOnly or Wireless--Mostly Mostly 

by Household Poverty Statusby Household Poverty Status
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Near PoorNear Poor

Not PoorNot Poor

Wireless MostlyWireless Mostly Wireless OnlyWireless Only

9.5

11.3

18.2

30.9

23.8

16.0

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100



Prevalence of WirelessPrevalence of Wireless--Mostly AdultsMostly Adults
by Household Structureby Household Structure

12.2% of adults living 12.2% of adults living 
alonealone

19.2% of adults living 19.2% of adults living 
with children with children 
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Prevalence of WirelessPrevalence of Wireless--Mostly AdultsMostly Adults
by Geographic Regionby Geographic Region

12.0% in Northeast12.0% in Northeast

16.2% in South16.2% in South

13.2% in Midwest 13.2% in Midwest 
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Prevalence of Adults Living in WirelessPrevalence of Adults Living in Wireless--
Mostly Households, JulyMostly Households, July--December 2008December 2008

All Adults
15.4%

Keeping house
or not employed

8.5%

Working a job or
going to school

18.8%

Living alone or
with 1 other

5.3%

3 or more
persons in HH

13.5%

Poor or
Near Poor

13.5%

Not Poor
20.8%



Prevalence of WirelessPrevalence of Wireless--Mostly Adults Among Mostly Adults Among 
Adults with Landlines and Cell PhonesAdults with Landlines and Cell Phones

Adults with
Both

24.3%

Age 48+
16.2%

Age 18-47
31.6%

Going to school
or not employed

9.4%

Working a job or
keeping house

20.9%

Living with
family/relatives

29.5%

Living alone or
with roommates

58.8%
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Percent of Adults who are WirelessPercent of Adults who are Wireless--Only or WirelessOnly or Wireless--Mostly Mostly 

by Home Ownership Statusby Home Ownership Status

Own HomeOwn Home
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Percent of Adults who are WirelessPercent of Adults who are Wireless--Only or WirelessOnly or Wireless--Mostly Mostly 

by Household Structureby Household Structure

Living AloneLiving Alone

Living with Living with 
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Living with Living with 
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Proportion of Adults Who Cannot Be Proportion of Adults Who Cannot Be 
Contacted by LandlineContacted by Landline

Cannot Be Contacted: Cannot Be Contacted: 
20.1% 20.1% -- 35.5%35.5%



““WirelessWireless--MostlyMostly”” ≠≠ ““WirelessWireless--MainlyMainly””

““Thinking just about the landline, if it rang and Thinking just about the landline, if it rang and 
someone was home, under normal circumstances, someone was home, under normal circumstances, 
how likely is it that it would be answered?how likely is it that it would be answered?””

17%17% of the wirelessof the wireless--mostly population reached on a mostly population reached on a 
landlinelandline and and 31%31% of the wirelessof the wireless--mostly population mostly population 
reached on a reached on a cell phonecell phone in New Jersey said they in New Jersey said they 
would be somewhat unlikely or notwould be somewhat unlikely or not--atat--all likely to all likely to 
answer the landlineanswer the landline

from from Cell Phone Mainly and Cell Phone Mostly: A Comparison of Two Cell Phone Mainly and Cell Phone Mostly: A Comparison of Two 
Approaches to Dual Frame Cell Phone and Landline SamplesApproaches to Dual Frame Cell Phone and Landline Samples, by John , by John 
Boyle and Joel Cantor (AAPOR 2009)Boyle and Joel Cantor (AAPOR 2009)



LandlineLandline--Only HouseholdsOnly Households

““The new minorityThe new minority””
With the JulyWith the July--December 2008 estimates, the December 2008 estimates, the 
prevalence of wirelessprevalence of wireless--only households only households 
exceeded the prevalence of landlineexceeded the prevalence of landline--only only 
households for the first timehouseholds for the first time

Overhead at AAPOR 2009Overhead at AAPOR 2009
““Why not just conduct cellWhy not just conduct cell--phone interviews?  phone interviews?  
The landlineThe landline--only population will soon be small only population will soon be small 
enough to be ignorable.enough to be ignorable.””
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Prevalence of Selected Age GroupsPrevalence of Selected Age Groups
Among LandlineAmong Landline--Only AdultsOnly Adults

8.1% are 188.1% are 18--2424
5.0% are 255.0% are 25--2929

18.7% are 3018.7% are 30--44 44 

31.3% are 4531.3% are 45--64 64 

36.9% are 65+ 36.9% are 65+ 



Prevalence of LandlinePrevalence of Landline--Only AdultsOnly Adults
by Home Ownership Statusby Home Ownership Status

17.4% of adults 17.4% of adults 
renting their homerenting their home
13.9% of adults 13.9% of adults 
owning or buying owning or buying 
their hometheir home
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Prevalence of LandlinePrevalence of Landline--Only AdultsOnly Adults
by Household Structureby Household Structure

2.7% of adults living 2.7% of adults living 
with roommateswith roommates

27.7% of adults living 27.7% of adults living 
alonealone

10.3% of adults living 10.3% of adults living 
with children with children 
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with related adults with related adults 



Prevalence of LandlinePrevalence of Landline--Only AdultsOnly Adults
by Sexby Sex

13.8% of men13.8% of men
16.4% of women 16.4% of women 
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Prevalence of LandlinePrevalence of Landline--Only AdultsOnly Adults
by Race/Ethnicityby Race/Ethnicity

17.4% of Hispanic 17.4% of Hispanic 
adultsadults

18.3% of Black 18.3% of Black 
nonHispanicnonHispanic adultsadults

14.3% of White 14.3% of White 
nonHispanicnonHispanic adults adults 
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Prevalence of LandlinePrevalence of Landline--Only AdultsOnly Adults
by Household Poverty Statusby Household Poverty Status

28.0% of adults in 28.0% of adults in 
povertypoverty

23.6% of adults 23.6% of adults 
near povertynear poverty

9.9% of higher 9.9% of higher 
income adults  income adults  
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Prevalence of LandlinePrevalence of Landline--Only AdultsOnly Adults
by Employment Status Last Weekby Employment Status Last Week

9.9% of adults 9.9% of adults 
working at a jobworking at a job

10.2% of adults 10.2% of adults 
going to schoolgoing to school

16.6% of adults 16.6% of adults 
keeping house keeping house 
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28.2% of other 28.2% of other 
adults adults (incl. unemployed)(incl. unemployed)



Prevalence of LandlinePrevalence of Landline--Only Adults byOnly Adults by
Metropolitan Statistical Area StatusMetropolitan Statistical Area Status

14.7% of adults in 14.7% of adults in 
MSAsMSAs

16.5% of adults           16.5% of adults           
not in not in MSAsMSAs
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Prevalence of LandlinePrevalence of Landline--Only AdultsOnly Adults
by Geographic Regionby Geographic Region

20.2% in Northeast20.2% in Northeast

13.3% in South13.3% in South

14.5% in Midwest 14.5% in Midwest 
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Prevalence of Adults Living in Prevalence of Adults Living in 
LandlineLandline--Only Only HHsHHs, , JulyJuly--December 2008December 2008

All Adults
15.1%

Age 18-69
11.9%

Age 70+
39.3%

Not Poor
8.2%

Poor or
Near Poor

19.4%

Living with
Others
29.2%

Living Alone
58.7%

Working or
Going to School

14.5%

Not Employed
27.3%

Age 18-50
6.6%

Age 51-69
11.4%

Some College
or More
16.9%

High School
or Less
36.7%



Prevalence of Selected Age GroupsPrevalence of Selected Age Groups
Among LandlineAmong Landline--Only AdultsOnly Adults

8.1% are 188.1% are 18--2424
5.0% are 255.0% are 25--2929

18.7% are 3018.7% are 30--44 44 

31.3% are 4531.3% are 45--64 64 

36.9% are 65+ 36.9% are 65+ 



Prevalence of Employment StatusPrevalence of Employment Status
Among LandlineAmong Landline--Only AdultsOnly Adults

0.8% unknown0.8% unknown
41.7% working 41.7% working 
at a jobat a job

2.0% going to school2.0% going to school 6.6% keeping house 6.6% keeping house 

48.9% not 48.9% not 
employedemployed



LandlineLandline--Only ConclusionsOnly Conclusions

17.4% of households are landline17.4% of households are landline--onlyonly
15.1% of adults live in landline15.1% of adults live in landline--only only 
householdshouseholds

30% are age 70+30% are age 70+
28% are age 1828% are age 18--69 years and not employed69 years and not employed
15% are age 1815% are age 18--69 years, employed, and living 69 years, employed, and living 
in or near povertyin or near poverty

A unique population that may need to be A unique population that may need to be 
weighted separately from dual usersweighted separately from dual users



LandlineLandline--Only ConclusionsOnly Conclusions
Prevalence of Prevalence of 
landlinelandline--only only 
households is households is 
declining as declining as 
rapidly as the rapidly as the 
prevalence of prevalence of 
wirelesswireless--only only 
households is households is 
growinggrowing



Mean Number of Cell PhonesMean Number of Cell Phones
Per HouseholdPer Household (Among Households with Cell Phones)(Among Households with Cell Phones)

Household has a landline: 1.96Household has a landline: 1.96
WirelessWireless--only household: 1.70only household: 1.70

(Data source: NHIS, July(Data source: NHIS, July--December 2008)December 2008)

Likelihood that a Residential Cell Phone Likelihood that a Residential Cell Phone 
Belongs to a WirelessBelongs to a Wireless--Only HouseholdOnly Household

Household has a landline: 78.2Household has a landline: 78.2
WirelessWireless--only household: 21.8only household: 21.8

(Data source: NHIS, January(Data source: NHIS, January--December 2008)December 2008)



Are Cell PhonesAre Cell Phones
Personal or Household Devices?Personal or Household Devices?

Has significant implications for whether a Has significant implications for whether a 
withinwithin--unit selection procedure is necessaryunit selection procedure is necessary
If cell phones are treated as household If cell phones are treated as household 
devices, how do we do withindevices, how do we do within--household household 
selection?selection?
Ask for cell phone to be handed to selected Ask for cell phone to be handed to selected 
respondent?respondent?
Call back at another number?Call back at another number?

When person who answers is not selected, When person who answers is not selected, 
response rate drops by half response rate drops by half 



Wireless SharingWireless Sharing

If cell phones are treated as individual If cell phones are treated as individual 
devices, it assumes all persons in devices, it assumes all persons in 
household have a cell phonehousehold have a cell phone
Is there a oneIs there a one--toto--one correspondence one correspondence 
between cell phones and people in the between cell phones and people in the 
household?household?

Can compare the number of cell phones to the Can compare the number of cell phones to the 
number of people in the householdnumber of people in the household
Fewer cell phones than persons suggests that Fewer cell phones than persons suggests that 
people in the household share the cell phonespeople in the household share the cell phones



Distribution of Wireless Telephones Distribution of Wireless Telephones 
Given Number of Household MembersGiven Number of Household Members

More More 
wireless wireless 
phonesphones

Equal Equal 
number of number of 
wireless wireless 
phonesphones

Fewer Fewer 
wireless wireless 
phonesphones

Relative to number of persons Relative to number of persons 
aged 18 years and overaged 18 years and over

16.516.5 63.063.0 20.420.4

Relative to number of persons Relative to number of persons 
aged 14 years and overaged 14 years and over

11.211.2 64.764.7 24.124.1

July July –– December 2008December 2008



Percent of Households with Fewer Percent of Households with Fewer 
Wireless Phones Than PersonsWireless Phones Than Persons

LandlineLandline--
MostlyMostly

Some on Some on 
Landline, Landline, 
Some on Some on 
WirelessWireless

WirelessWireless--
MostlyMostly

Relative to number of persons Relative to number of persons 
aged 18 years and overaged 18 years and over

35.735.7 20.020.0 11.611.6

Relative to number of persons Relative to number of persons 
aged 14 years and overaged 14 years and over

38.538.5 24.724.7 15.315.3

July July –– December 2008December 2008



Percent of Households with Fewer Percent of Households with Fewer 
Wireless Phones Than PersonsWireless Phones Than Persons

WirelessWireless--Only HouseholdsOnly Households

Relative to number of persons Relative to number of persons 
aged 18 years and overaged 18 years and over

13.713.7

Relative to number of persons Relative to number of persons 
aged 14 years and overaged 14 years and over

16.516.5

July July –– December 2008December 2008



Characteristics of Adults in WirelessCharacteristics of Adults in Wireless--Only Only HHsHHs, , 
by Number of Wireless Telephones by Number of Wireless Telephones 

Fewer Fewer 
Phones than Phones than 

AdultsAdults

At Least As At Least As 
Many Many 

Phones as Phones as 
AdultsAdults

Living aloneLiving alone n/an/a 29.929.9
Unrelated adults, no childrenUnrelated adults, no children 0.00.0 6.56.5
Related adults, no childrenRelated adults, no children 50.750.7 33.333.3
Adults with childrenAdults with children 49.349.3 30.330.3

July July –– December 2008December 2008



Characteristics of Adults in WirelessCharacteristics of Adults in Wireless--Only Only HHsHHs, , 
by Number of Wireless Telephones by Number of Wireless Telephones 

Fewer Fewer 
Phones than Phones than 

AdultsAdults

At Least As At Least As 
Many Many 

Phones as Phones as 
AdultsAdults

PoorPoor 23.523.5 13.413.4
Near PoorNear Poor 23.723.7 15.015.0
Not PoorNot Poor 35.735.7 59.659.6
MissingMissing 17.117.1 11.911.9

July July –– December 2008December 2008



Characteristics of Adults in WirelessCharacteristics of Adults in Wireless--Only Only HHsHHs, , 
by Number of Wireless Telephones by Number of Wireless Telephones 

Fewer Fewer 
Phones than Phones than 

AdultsAdults

At Least As At Least As 
Many Many 

Phones as Phones as 
AdultsAdults

Some high school or lessSome high school or less 33.133.1 11.111.1
High school graduate or GEDHigh school graduate or GED 33.933.9 25.525.5
Some postSome post--high school, no degreehigh school, no degree 22.722.7 34.134.1
44--year college degree or higheryear college degree or higher 10.410.4 29.329.3

July July –– December 2008December 2008



Characteristics of Adults in WirelessCharacteristics of Adults in Wireless--Only Only HHsHHs, , 
by Number of Wireless Telephones by Number of Wireless Telephones 

Fewer Fewer 
Phones than Phones than 

AdultsAdults

At Least As At Least As 
Many Many 

Phones as Phones as 
AdultsAdults

Working at job or businessWorking at job or business 63.463.4 77.277.2
Keeping houseKeeping house 9.49.4 4.24.2
Going to schoolGoing to school 2.92.9 3.93.9
Something elseSomething else 23.423.4 13.513.5
UnknownUnknown 0.90.9 1.11.1

July July –– December 2008December 2008



Characteristics of Adults in WirelessCharacteristics of Adults in Wireless--Only Only HHsHHs, , 
by Number of Wireless Telephones by Number of Wireless Telephones 

Fewer Fewer 
Phones than Phones than 

AdultsAdults

At Least As At Least As 
Many Many 

Phones as Phones as 
AdultsAdults

Owned or being boughtOwned or being bought 32.732.7 38.338.3
RentedRented 65.365.3 59.959.9
Other arrangementOther arrangement 2.02.0 1.71.7

July July –– December 2008December 2008



Characteristics of Adults in WirelessCharacteristics of Adults in Wireless--Only Only HHsHHs, , 
by Number of Wireless Telephones by Number of Wireless Telephones 

Fewer Fewer 
Phones than Phones than 

AdultsAdults

At Least As At Least As 
Many Many 

Phones as Phones as 
AdultsAdults

Hispanic, Any RaceHispanic, Any Race 37.337.3 13.513.5
NonNon--Hispanic, WhiteHispanic, White 41.541.5 67.567.5
NonNon--Hispanic, BlackHispanic, Black 15.415.4 12.712.7
NonNon--Hispanic, AsianHispanic, Asian 4.54.5 4.44.4
NonNon--Hispanic, OtherHispanic, Other 1.41.4 1.91.9

July July –– December 2008December 2008



Wireless SharingWireless Sharing

Are cellAre cell--phones personal devices or shared phones personal devices or shared 
household devices?household devices?

Cell phones are likely being shared in approx Cell phones are likely being shared in approx 
20% of households with cell phones20% of households with cell phones

And in at least 14% of wirelessAnd in at least 14% of wireless--only households!only households!

Who is most likely to share cell phones?Who is most likely to share cell phones?
Among the wirelessAmong the wireless--only households where only households where 
sharing is likely to occursharing is likely to occur……

Adults with lower income and less educationAdults with lower income and less education
Adults who are not employedAdults who are not employed
Adults renting their homesAdults renting their homes
Hispanic adultsHispanic adults



Percent Distribution of Household Percent Distribution of Household 
Telephone Status, JulyTelephone Status, July--December 2008December 2008

Wireless Only: 20.2%Wireless Only: 20.2%

Landline with Some Wireless: 45.1%Landline with Some Wireless: 45.1%

Unknown: 0.9%Unknown: 0.9%
Phoneless: 1.9%Phoneless: 1.9%

WirelessWireless
Mostly: 14.5%Mostly: 14.5%

LandlineLandline
Only: 17.4%Only: 17.4%




