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Two Studies Provide National Statistics 
on Maltreated Children the U.S.  

ÂNational Child Abuse and Neglect Data 
System (NCANDS) 

ÂNational Incidence Study on Child Abuse and 
Neglect (NIS) 

üBoth sponsored by  
Childrenôs Bureau, Administration for Children and Families 

(ACF), U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
(DHHS) 

üBoth mandated by 
Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA),  

as amended 

üBoth use Child Protective Service agenciesô data 



NCANDS 
Â Collects data annually, from states, using  

a single source, CPS 

Â Attempts to obtain case-level data on the full 
census of children who screen-in for  
investigation or assessment 

Â Relies on local-agency caseworkers to classify case 
details into their state coding systems, and on 
states to map their codes into 6 general categories:  
Â Physical abuse 
Â Sexual abuse 
Â Emotional maltreatment 
Â Neglect 
Â Medical Neglect 
Â Other 

 



National Incidence Study of Child 
Abuse and Neglect (NIS)  

Âis periodic (ñcritical but rareò): 

üNIS-1, 1979-80 (P.L. 93-247) 

üNIS-2, 1986 (P.L. 98-457) 

üNIS-3, 1993 (P.L. 102-295) 

üNIS-4, 2005-06 (P.L. 108-36) 

Â uses a nationally representative  
sample methodology 



The NIS Assesses Incidence  

 using multiple sources.   
It combines information on 
maltreated children identified  
ü in CPS investigations, and  

üby professionals (ñsentinelsò) in: 

o Departments of public health, 
public housing, juvenile probation 

o Law enforcement 

o Schools 

o Hospitals 

o Day care centers 

o Shelters 

o Social services/mental health 
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Unique Value of NIS  

ÂNIS is the nationôs needs assessment on child 
abuse and neglect 

üNIS sees beyond the lens of the service provider (CPS) 

ÂApplies standardized definitions 
üHarm Standard (already harmed/injured by 

maltreatment)  

üEndangerment Standard (includes Harm Standard 
children) 
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NIS Data Sources  

CPS  Agencies  
 

Investigated Children  

Other Sources  
 

Children Recognized  
 as Abused or Neglected   

NIS Sentinels  
 

Children Recognized  
as Abused or Neglected  

NIS Data 


